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The rules concerning the impeachment of hadiths are

not less subject to criticism. Even the fact that a person
angrily repudiates having transmitted a certain hadlth, has
not been deemed sufficient cause for setting aside that
hadlth. Then, too, one can always disregard an impeach-
ment on the ground that it has been actuated by partisan
motives. Finally, the requirement that a hadith must not
contradict the Koran or the " established sunnah " * is not
a sufficient check, because not only would it apply to a very
small proportion of hadiths, but also, as we have seen, the
mutawatir or mash-hur are not necessarily superior to the
" individual."

The foregoing discussion conclusively shows that, even
if we assume that all the rules have been obeyed, the mere
fact that a hadith has found a place in the approved col-
lections, the sahlhs, by no means proves its genuineness.
Unless otherwise confirmed, there is always a theoretical
possibility that it might have been forged. The Moham-
medans themselves have recognized this possibility, since
most of them agree that the " individual" produces only
probable knowledge (zann),2 and since the majority would
discourage swearing on the truth of the sahlhs excepting
those by al-Bukhari and Muslim. Compare also the fol-
lowing statement in the Tahdhlb 3 by 'Omar Ibn Habib,
who in defense of the Aad^-transmitters against im-
peachment, is supposed to have said to the Calif Harun
al-Rashid: " Were the companions of the Prophet liars, then
the [entire] shan'ah would become null (batil) and the legal
provisions (ahkam) [derived from it] should be rejected."
In other words, there was a certain reluctance in later times

1 Cf. supra, " real discontinuity."

2 Nawawi, on the margin of Qastallani, pp. 29-30.
s Pp. 446-7.